papers that Herr von Papen was Chancellor of the German
Reich, to which office he had been appointed by Hinden-
burg after he had just sworn to Kaas, the doyen of the
Centre Party (but the world did not know that) that on
no account would he take office except as the head of a*
Centre Party Cabinet.
Of all German Chancellors, von Papen was perhaps the
most unknown to the German people, and he was the first
Chancellor in Republican Germany to be appointed with-
out reference to the wishes of the Reichstag. The President
had dozed and had forgotten that he was only the elected
head of a Democratic State; the man who could say, as
he did to Briining a few months earlier when the new
boundaries of Prussia were being discussed, " It is my
determination to leave the Prussian heritage undiminished
to my successor ", had indeed dreamed himself into the
shoes of Wilhelm.
The German masses asked: " Who is this Papen?" while
those more in the know, after looking at the Cabinet, said:
" Monstrous! A Cabinet of Junkers and industrialists! "
The twelve million voters who had supported Hitler
at the polls in the recent Presidential elections, looked in
vain for his name among the Ministers.
The new Chancellor had picked his Cabinet colleagues
from the arm chairs of the Herrenklub^ and made von
Schleicher his Minister of War, who told his friends confi-
dentially that he had only consented to take office to get
a firmer grip- on the Reichswehr. Which looked suspi-
ciously like it, for on the second day in office he issued an
order that in future all military attaches at German Embas-
sies should as far as possible be of the rank of General, in
order to equalize their standing with the Ambassadors.
The days of von Papen's Chancellorship were probably
the most uncomfortable of his whole career. The moment
he took office, the whole Catholic Press and political
organizations united in a common attack upon him, which
must have shaken the confidence of the rugged President and
confirmed him more than ever in his anti-Catholic views.
The Field-Marshal knew how to deal with mutineers,
but the new Chancellor did not, so, threatened with violent
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